
To find out more about our work, visit http://valuefromgeography.com/ 
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Putting a price on nature 
An exhibition uncovering the true value of our natural 

environment 

We can reveal how much you, the British public, value a walk in 

the park by looking at your behaviour. We start by examining your 

ease of access to recreational sites and your decisions about travel 

times and expenditure. Next, we assume that the benefits of a 

visit must be at least as big as these costs. Now we are in the right 

ball park. The true value of the environment, however, is revealed 

by looking at a whole range of benefits to society. These include 

things we often take for granted, such as cleaning water before it 

goes into rivers, providing wildlife habitats and reducing 

greenhouse gases in the atmosphere.  

The Festival of Social Science is run 

by the Economic and Social 

Research Council (ESRC). 

The Festival celebrates some of the 

country’s leading social science 

research, giving an exciting 

opportunity to showcase the 

valuable work of the UK’s social 

scientists and demonstrate how 

their work has an impact on all our 

lives. 

The ESRC Festival of Social Science 

runs from 1-8 November 2014. This 

information sheet supports the 

University of East Anglia’s public 

‘Putting a Price on Nature’ event. 

Did you know? 

The local park is the 

most popular type of 

outdoor destination in 

England.  
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Source: MENE Survey 

How much is a walk in the park really worth? 



To find out more about our work visit http://valuefromgeography.com/ 

Why do we need to calculate 

nature’s value? 

+ 

As an example, let us look at the impact of a new 

Government policy, such as planting new trees.  

? 

+ = 
million  

each year £500 

Choosing the wrong areas to plant new trees, for example by ignoring 

recreation or climate benefits, could incur a net loss to the taxpayer 

of up to £60 million each year. We propose that a radical shift is 

needed in the way that land use decisions are made, bringing the full 

value of the land into consideration.   

This research was conducted by 

the University of East Anglia for 

the UK National Ecosystem 

Assessment Follow On phase, 

released in June 2014.  

We are funded by the ESRC 

Social and Environmental 

Economic Research (SEER) into 

Multi-Objective Land Use 

Decision Making project (Funder 

Ref: RES-060-25-0063). 

For more details on our work, 

contact Dr Amii Harwood: 

amii.harwood@uea.ac.uk 

Plant new woodland in the right places 

and society and our economy could gain: 

£60 million 
each 
year 

Or, we could lose  

Nature matters.  

Geography matters.  

Where should we plant Britain’s new woodland? 

What’s wrong with the old way of making decisions?  

We need to make the best use of our land. UEA researchers have 

developed a new computer program which allows us to find the best 

locations for different land uses, such as planting new trees. Converting 

almost 7,500 km2 of land (an area larger than the size of Suffolk and 

Cambridgeshire combined) to woodland could create net benefits of 

£500 million each year to society. These gains are achieved when we 

consider the impact to farmers and the recreation and environmental 

benefits to society, such as reducing CO2 in the atmosphere. 
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Get our sums right and gain: 
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